Age 46}             Wavelets from Waterloo
" I have ordered the army to concentrate at Quatre Bras, but we shall
not stop him there, and if so I must fight him here (at the same time
passing his thumbnail over the position of Waterloo) " 1
After which prophetic utterance, Arthur Duke of Welling-
ton took leave of his old friend and departed.*
But though he had gained twenty-four hours upon the
British Commander., Napoleon had by no means surprised him,
for the Duke well knew, that to steal a march upon him was
what Napoleon had for some time past been carefully preparing.
With a knowledge, therefore, that all his arrangements were
in perfect order to meet just such an eventuality, the Duke re-
turned to his quarters, went to bed, and was soon sound asleep.
And as he slept his soldiers were filing out of Brussels,
whilst those already ahead, marched continuously forward
towards the battle-front.
By eight o'clock of the following morning their Com-
mander joined them, as rested and refreshed, and in company
with his staff, he rode high-heartedly out of Brussels : "...
There he goes, God bless him," said a lady's-maid, as she
opened her mistress's shutters, " and he will not come back
till he is King of France/3 2
He was not, however, riding out in quest of a kingdom,
but to find peace, and set a lawful King upon his throne,
and the first step towards this twofold ambition led him
to Quatre Bras, where he had ordered the concentration of
his army. He arrived there about mid-day, when having
satisfied himself as to the disposition of the troops assembled
there, under the Prince of Orange, he rode over to Ligny
to visit Blucher's army.
1 Malmeslury Correspondence, Vol. II, p. 445.
2 Ellesmere, p. 139.
* The whole of this story beginning with the conversation with the
Prince of Orange, is recorded by Captain Bowles who was present at
the Ball. The conversation between the Duke of Wellington and the
Duke of Richmond was repeated to Bowles by the latter two minutes
after it occurred.
352